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NOTE.

The principal portion of what appears in

the following pages was written while the

author was confined as a prisoner of war

in the State of Georgia; and contains

views which he has acquired in something

more than a year's service, during the

present war, in the Western army. They

are submitted with more confidence, since

he has found them to meet the approval

of experienced and highly-educated mili-

tary men.

The author owes sincere thanks to Col.

Smalley, and other instructors in the Mili-

tary Academy, for useful suggestions.

West Point, N. Y., Nov. 13, 1862.
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HINTS
TO

CAPTAINS OF COMPANIES.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

The discipline and efficiency of troops

depend so much upon the zeal and capacity

of commanders of companies, that their

duties and responsibilities cannot be too

well appreciated. If it is the part of su-

perior officers to plan, those whose com-

mand is more immediate to the men afe

answerable for executing. IN'otwithstand-

ing the following hints are addressed more

particularly to Captains than to other offi-

cers, they apply also in a great degree to

Lieutenants, who are often intrusted with

the chief command of a company, and

should stand ready to exercise it properly.



AETICLE I.

BUSINESS CAPACITY AND KESPONSIBILITY.

A Captain ought to be a methodical

and accurate business man. He receipts

for all stores, and for every article drawn

for the company ;—for those things which

are issued to the men for their exclusive

personal use, as well as for articles denomi-

nated company property, such as tents,

arms, equipments, utensils, knapsacks, can-

teens, belts, and plates, for the safe keeping

of which he is answerable to the Govern-

ment. He is required to make quarterly

reports as to the condition of this property

;

to verify daily and monthly reports of the

men in the company ; to keep an exact ac-

count of the value of the clothing issued

to each man, as well as to take and furnish
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to the Government vouchers for the clothing

issued to each man : also to take care of

the fund from company savings. There

are many other duties of a similar nature

which he must have attended to, but those

mentioned are enough to show the need of

systematic business habits; and he will

find that prompt attention to these duties

is absolutely necessary to secure him from

additional and perplexing labor, as well as

from pecuniary loss. If done day by day,

they will be comparatively light ; but if

allowed to accumulate, they will be trouble-

some. Besides, an officer who neglects

them is wanting in fidelity both to his Gov-

ernment and his company. The rules and

forms in the Army Eegulations must be

his guide in these matters.



AKTICLE II.

MILITARY RESPONSIBILITY.

A Captain is responsible for the general

efficiency and good behavior of his com-

pany. If it fails to be on hand in good

condition when its services are needed, he

of course is answerable. So, if neglect of

duty or disobedience of the regulations

should become general in his company, he

would be liable at once to be dismissed

from the service. He gains credit if his

company does well; and it is right he

should be dishonored if it does ill. Its

efficiency and behavior reflect truly his ca-

pacity or incapacity.



AETICLE m.

MILITARY KNOWLEDGE.

Study and Qualifications,—His quali-

fications imply much study. He must

thoroughly comprehend all the principles

and details of tactics. They must be, in

fact, at his tongue's end ; for, in executing

the manoeuvres, as soon as the commander

of the battalion has given the first or cau-

tionary command, the captain must hasten

before his company, and caution them what

they will have to execute. On such occa-

sions, it will not do for him to hesitate or

falter a moment. To understand the tac-

tics as he ought, he must apply himself as

a close student ; for there is hardly a word

that can safely be omitted. There is no

escape from diligent study but in disgrace.
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To be a bungler in company or battalion

manoeuvres forfeits confidence in his mili-

tary capacity, and quickly establishes the

opinion that he is holding a place he is

unfit for. There is no profession in which

incapacity is so severely criticized—and

deservedly so—as the military. Ko ofiicer,

by his indolence or ignorance, has a right

to endanger his men or the cause they fight

for. And it is impossible for him to con-

ceal his incapacity. A man, however, who

has a taste for military aflfairs, by uniting

theory with practice, will find the study

interesting, and he will realize success pro-

portionate to his toil.

A captain should be something of a

musician. There are forty-eight bugle calls

which he is required to know ; and those

used to signal skirmishers he is enjoined to

be able to execute on the bugle himself.

Picket and Guard Service.—A knowl-

edge of picket and guard service is indis-
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pensable. This he can derive from McClel-

lan's " Field Service for Cavalry." The offi-

cer who has given careful attention to

this subject will feel that his industry is in

a measure rewarded, when, after a lengthy

march, and arriving in the night at a new

place, he is suddenly called upon to post

and instruct pickets, and feels competent

to discharge the duty.

IN'or is it enough that he understands

this branch of service, and can instruct the

men therein. He must enforce a strict ob-

servance of every duty devolving on the

picket guard ; and by no means allow the

required vigilance to be relaxed. Days,

weeks, months may possibly elapse with-

out the enemy showing himself; but at

length he comes, just when he is least

expected. The neglect of a very few men,

.

in such cases—as has been illustrated too

often to our disadvantage in this war

—

may produce the most serious results, and:

2
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t should be treated as one of the gravest

offences.

Higher Branches*—So, lie will need tc

.study the higher branches of military sci-

fcnce, especially strategy. He must learn

the importance of position, and what po-

sitions are the best, both in attack and

defence, for the different arms of the ser-

vice ; that if he has infantry against cav-

alry, he must, as a general rule, avoid

smooth and open ground ; that if a charge

by cavalry is made upon infantry, the latter

must reserve a part of its fire, to be ready

for-a second or third charge by a reserved

force, since the first charge of cavalry is often

to draw the fire of the infantry. He ought

carefully to study Halleck's "Military

Art and Science," Jomini's " Art of War,"

and "Maxims and Instructions on the Art

of War."

Judging Distance,—He should also be

.able to judge of distance, on open ground,
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even or rolling, smooth or rough, as well

as in woods ; so that he can readily deter-

mine the number of yards he is from the

enemy, and know when it is prudent to

fire. A useful and ingenious work on

Judging Distance Drill has lately been

published in England.

Tliese remarks, of course, assume that a

captain has not had the advantage of a reg-

ular military education. And although it

will not appear practicable for a volunteer

to pursue such a course, he ought neverthe-

less to obtain such a knowledge of engin-

eering as will enable him to direct bridge

building and fortifications. Some ability in

drawing is also useful. Of course he will

become^ familiar with the Army Eegula-

tions and Articles of War.



ARTICLE lY.

CHAKACTER.

A Captain should be a man of charac-

ter. He ought to be so worthy a man, and

so complete an officer, as to gain the respect

of his men, and, as far as possible, their ad-

miration and love. Perfection in his duties

will command respect ; and if he cultivates

affection for his men, and tries to be de-

serving of their admiration, his sentiments

will generally be reciprocated. He is a

chief. His men are to follow him in the

path of danger. There should be, there-

fore, a certain dignity in his character con-

sistent with his office. The more he shapes

his conduct according to the best heroic

models, the more will he approximate to

real greatness. Conduct light and frivolous,
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or whicii is in the least dishonorable, will

not only mortify his men, but deprive him

of respect. It will of course weaken his

authority. A company is always jealous

of the character of their officers, and no

weakness or indiscretion escapes their no-

tice. The most intemperate man in the

company will not excuse intemperance in

his superior officers. This vice, so proverb-

ially growing, and so disastrous in camp,

should by all means be shunned, and radi-

cally shunned. He should be sober, pa-

tient, capable, and just. The toils of men
are made lighter when they feel they obey

one who is fit to command.
2*



AETICLE V.

FIDELITY IN DUTY.

Never Shirk.—Company officers should

never shirk any duty. Whether it be to

attend reveille roll-call, or his company

drill, or in making the grand rounds after

midnight, in bad weather, he should be ex-

emplary in fidelity and punctuality. " The

great art of commanding," said General

Kapier, "is to take a fair share of the

work. Tlie man who leads an army cannot

succeed unless his whole mind is thrown

into his work. The more trouble, the more

labor must be given ) the more danger, the

more pluck must be shown, till all is over-

powered." Zachary Taylor, when a colonel

at a frontier post, in a time of profound

peace, was always on hand at morning
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roll-call. This was a cliaracteristic of a

true soldier. A similar strictness in duty

during many years of monotonous camp

service might almost have foretold the

glory which finally crowned the life of

Havclock. Gen. C. F. Smith, the hero of

Fort Donelson, was distinguished for his

exemplary attention to every duty. The

same praiseworthy trait is preeminent in

Gen. Sumner, who is reckoned among the

most successful officers.

It is those who are faithful over a few

or small things who are promised rule over

many things. A conscientious officer will

not neglect any duty which he is able to

perform. JSTegligence, tardiness, and idle-

ness are contagious. If officers set such

examples, the men will follow them. On a

march, an infantry captain should march

afoot with his men ; and all captains should

camp with their men. Soldiers will, of

course, perform their duties and undergo
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necessary hardships more cheerfully, if they

see their commanders readily undertake

whatever devolves on them.

!N'apoleon says, in one of his maxims:
"A general-in-chief should ask himself fre-

quently in the day :
' What should I do if

the enemy's army appeared now in my
front, or on my right, or my left V If he

have any difficulty in answering these

questions, his position is bad, and he should

seek to remedy it." !N"ow there are many
questions which a captain should often ask

himself respecting the condition of his

men: "Have I omitted anything which,

if performed, would make them more com-

fortable and efficient ? " " Is there any neg-

lect of mine which will cause them incon-

venience?" "Is everything in as good

order as it can be?" "Can we march in

half an hour's notice?" "Have the men
ammunition, so they could instantly turn

out and give battle to the enemy ? " These
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and many similar questions lie ought to be

able to answer favorably.

Example,—It is said of Sir John Moore,

wlio obtained that correct knowledge of

his profession which is essential to the

proper direction of the gallant spirit of the

soldier, that he was enabled to establish a

characteristic order and regularity of con-

duct, because the troops found in their

leader a striking example of the discipline

which he enforced in others. And his

biographer adds: "Wherever fortune led

him, while acting a subordinate part, he

displayed at all moments and under all

circumstances the most perfect self-com-

mand, and he succeeded, in consequence,

in securing from the troops who served

imder him unlimited confidence and ad-

miration."

Constancy.—Officers and men who at

first are enthusiastic in their profession,

often abate their zeal and slacken their
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painstaking, because they do not gain dis-

tinction and promotion as fast as they ex-

pected. They who fall into this error for-

feit their title to distinction. The great

dramatic philosopher puts into the mouth

of one of his warriors this profound and

solemn injunction

:

" Oh ! let not virtue seek

Remuneration for the thing it was."

The soldier who allows his constancy

of purpose to forsake him, who to-day

takes off the harness, will lose the merit of

the past. He is accounted for what he is

at the present. But if he continues in

well-doing, his honors will be all the greater

when they come. The gallant Sir Ealph

Abercrombie had passed through all the

inferior gradations in his profession, and

attained the sixty-second year of his age

before circumstances enabled him to look an

enemy in the face
;
yet at a period when
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most men are retiring from the bustle of

active life, he exhibited all at once a

thorough knowledge of his art, and rose to

the rank of an able and active general of

division. And his learned biographer just-

ly says that "praise cannot be denied to

him of having executed well whatever he

undertook; and of a man who succeeds

thus far, it is scarcely too much to conclude

that if placed upon other and a wider field

he would have succeeded there also."

This, indeed, is the key of success in all

enterprises : to endeavor to discharge a duty

in the best manner possible. If you are

doing it for the hundredth time, you can do

it so much the better. If you are complete

and perfect in your present post, your su-

periors will rightly judge that you are

capable of larger trusts. But if you grow

dilatory, and get so far above your position

as to slight its duties, the presumption is

that you would be unreliable in a higher
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oflSce, after its newness had worn off.

" Keep honor bright."

I^a]3ier thus describes AVellington as he

appeared in the hour of the triumph of

Salamanca ;
" I saw him late in the even-

ing of that great day, when the advancing

flashes of cannon and musketry, stretching

as far as the eye could command, showed in

the darkness how well the field was won

:

he was alone ; the flush of victory was on

his brow, and his eyes were eager and

watchful, but his voice was calm and even

gentle. More than the rival of Marl-

borough, since he had defeated greater

warriors than Marlborough ever encoun-

tered, with a prescient pride he seemed

only to accept this glory as an earnest of

greater thingsP



AETICLE YI.

PRESERVATION OF HEALTH.

Healtb of the Men.—One of the first

duties of a captain is to have a watchful

care over the health of his men. Instead

of allowing them to become less robust

than when thej entered the service, he

should strive to increase their strength.

In the first place, he will see that they

receive their full share of the lawful rations,

and that they are served without stint, yet

without wastefulness. It is made his duty

to visit and inspect the company kitchen

daily ; and this he should not fail to do, to

see that everything is neat, and the cooking

well done. If a meal be badly cooked, a

mess, or likely the whole company must

eat what is unwholesome or go without

3



26 HINTS TO CAPTAINS OF COMPANIES,

anything. He should see that their tents

or quarters are kept clean and well venti-

lated, and that they have as dry and com-

fortable a place for sleeping as circum-

stances will admit of. Their exercise

should be regular, while not so violent and

protracted as to w^ear by fatigue, yet suffi-

cient to keep up the vigorous condition of

the muscles. Outdoor games and gym-

nastic exercises should be encouraged.

Great regard should also be had to those

influences which contribute to cheerfulness

and contentment of mind. Inasmuch also

as sickness in early manhood is generally

the result of negligence or intemperance of

some kind, debility should be looked upon

in some degree as discreditabie. We read

of no hero but would have disdained to be

often reported on the sick list. "The

dauntless spirit of resolution " which char-

acterizes a hero, is not exhaled from a sour

stomach. But when a man is really sick,
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he should be treated with kind attention

;

and there is no better test of the affection

which should exist between a captain and

his men than the attention he shows them

in such cases.



AETICLE YH.

THE MORALE OF TROOPS.

By the morale of troops is understood

their patriotism, valor, intelligence, and dis-

cipline. And it will be found that com-

pany commanders have it in their power to

raise the standard of this virtue to a very

high degree. "It is the morale of armies,"

says Jomini, " more than anything else,

which makes victories and their results de-

cisive." Attachment to their flag, a spirit

of nationality, pride in their regiment, en-

thusiasm for their cause, and a conscious-

ness of having performed a splendid march

or heroic action, will contribute to their

morale. " A rapid march," said l^apoleon,

" augments the morale of an army, and

increases its means of victory. Press on !

"



ARTICLE YIII.

EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY.

The captain is required to exercise au-

thority with strictness, yet with justice and

kindness ; and to secure prompt and faith-

ful obedience. His commands should be

plain and positive. He should be careful

that they are within the scope of his proper

authority—that they are uttered with

spirit, but without passion. It is easier for

him to transgress authority than for his

men ; but he has no more right to do so.

He has no right to insult them by rude or

profane language; nor to resort to such

degrading punishments as tend to cast a

reproach upon the corps.

3*



AETICLE IX.

DISCIPLINE.

Standard of discipline.—His standard

of discipline should conform to the rules

and regulations for the government of the

army ; though the tendency is to fall far

below that standard. There is some au-

thority that is traditional or discretionary,

and requires more care in its exercise than

any other. It will not be safe to be ex-

acting one week, and to relax discipline

the next. A uniform system should be

observed. Above all, he should be impar-

tial, exercising power as the responsible

agent of a superior authority. The Earl

of Essex, in his order to the English army,

enjoined his officers to govern by love,

since those things which are undertaken
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through fear and compulsion alone are but

tardily and imperfectly performed. And
certain it is, that those officers have always

been the most successful who possessed the

affection of their men.

I>i§cipliiie Advantageous to all Par-

ties.—It is an erroneous and dangerous

opinion which some volunteer officers en-

tertain, that the discipline which is thought

to obtain in the regular army should not

be introduced into the volunteer service.

It is erroneous, because an army, whether

of volunteers or regulars, should be in con-

stant readiness for battle, when near the

enemy. As Napoleon says (Maxim Sev-

enth), it should " be ready every day, every

night, and at all times of the day and night,

to oppose all the resistance of which it is

capable." The tenderness which would

indulge men in habitual disregard of estab-

lished military rules, is but another name

for injustice to the majority of the men
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who attempt conscientiously to fulfil every

duty. The negligence or rudeness of a few

will undoubtedly increase the labors and

disturb the rightful quiet of others. It is

only where thorough discipline exists that

the machinery of an army works in har-

mony, and that justice is done to all. This

opinion is dangerous, because, if it is once

permitted that rules may be disregarded,

there will be no limit to such disregard,

and misunderstanding and confusion will

surely follow. " Without discipline and

order," says Jomini, " no success is possi-

ble." And, further :
" Experience has con-

stantly proved, that a mere multitude of

brave men, armed to the teeth, make

neither a good army nor a national de-

fence."

In one of the corps of the Army of the

Potomac, a General commanding a division

noticed, in reviewing an ofiicial correspond-

ence, that the captain of a company of
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sharpshooters claimed exemption for his

company from obedience to general orders

and army regulations concerning drills, &c.,

on the ground that "his command came

into the service with the understanding

that it was not to be held strictly to the

rules of camp discipline." The General

promptly issued an order censuring the

conduct of the officer, which concluded

with the following paragraph :
" The only

claim to especial consideration in this col-

umn, shall be excellence of conduct and

discipline in camp, and excellence of be-

havior before the enemy ; two qualities of

soldiers which have in all history been

found to go together."

Treatment of First Offence.—In no-

ticing the first offence of a man, unless it be

one peculiarly flagrant, it might be well to

send for him, and in a friendly manner to

point out the evil efi*ect of his conduct, and

to evince to him an interest in his welfare

;
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and, if he responds to such kind admonition

in a penitent spirit, to let the offence pass

without further notice. And, generally, it

will be better to notice a first neglect by a

private reprimand. This, if done in the

right spirit, will gain the confidence and

esteem of the soldier,—convincing him, as

it can hardly fail to do, that it is more

pleasant for you to preserve his credit than

to exercise your power in punishing. It is

princely to forgive. Magnanimity and

generosity are shining virtues in one who

rules ; whereas, a greedy and frequent use

of power tends to bring it into contempt.

Punislmieiits.—-Above all, punishments

should not result, nor even appear to result,

from a spirit of resentment or revenge. If

a captain is naturally quick and impulsive

in temper, let him learn, day by day, to

control it. This he can do. He ought to

do it ; for one who cannot command him-

self should not command others. The nat-
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ural temper of Wellington was extremely

irritable, but his high sense of duty made

him curb it, so that, to those around him,

he seemed the most patient of men. The

feelings and pride of a soldier are some-

times needlessly wounded by hasty ex-

pressions from his commander. Censure

will fall with greater weight if it is not

frequently expressed before the company.

A good officer will not disdain to explain,

at the proper time, the object, scope, and

effect of orders ; for moral means are the

best in controlling the conduct of men,

where they can be employed.

It is general in the service to punish

men by imposing on them extra guard

dnty. This, in theory, certainly is wrong.

Guard duty is the most honorable and re-

sponsible which the private soldier is re-

quired to perform. To use it as a punish-

ment to a wrong-doer is conferring upon

him credit rather than discredit ; while at
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the same time it degrades that kind of ser-

vice in the eyes of other men. It is better

to put a man on extra drill, or on some

police duty about the camp.

And here it may be remarked that if a

man, while undergoing punishment, im-

prisonment or otherwise, is allowed to go

into action, it is not proper to impose the

punishment to any further extent. Many
hold that permitting a man under such cir-

cumstances to go on guard restores him to

confidence.

Decision.—An officer should have great

decision. In other words, he should pos-

sess firmness of purpose. He should fully

deliberate and consider, with all the light

and information he can bring to bear.

The more rapidly he can conclude with

correctness, the better officer he is. But

after he has once determined, then he

should no longer deliberate. Then firm-

ness of purpose is a virtue ; and. it should
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allow nothing to obstruct it. The great

Marlborough was not a scientific man ; but

he was a man of firm purpose, and to that

virtue is maialj to be ascribed his wonder-

ful success. So a favorite maxim of 'Nsl-

poleon was: "The truest wisdom is a

resolute determination." A halting, hesi-

tating command propagates distrust and

irresolution among the men.

Emulation.—The captain should seek

to excite a spirit of emulation in duty by
acknowledging and praising meritorious

conduct. In many cases he can undoubt-

edly reward merit with great advantage.

Let the neatest man, for instance, be ex-

empted from a certain task.

Pride.—Both officers and men should

feel a pride in their company and regiment.

This will stimulate them to more pains-

taking labor in all respects. The miscon-

duct of two or three thoughtless men may
tarnish the reputation—^perhaps perma-
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aently disgrace an entire regiment. The

private soldier should, therefore, feel the

extent of his responsibility, seeing that he

has the power of doing great good or mis-

chief. The hnmblest soldier is in a great

degree the guardian of the good repute of

his company and regiment. So he should

be impressed with the dignity and re-

sponsibility of his duties, and especially of

.guard service.



AETICLE X.

RESPONSIBILITY OF BUBOEDINATES.

For the faithful observance of certain

rules of discipline, it will be well to hold

non-commissioned (as well as subaltern

commissioned) officers responsible. For

example, that the chief of a squad, a ser-

geant, should be answerable for the clean-

liness of their tent, that the lights are out

at taps, that good order and quiet are pre-

served, and that the men turn out prompt-

ly at roll-call. On picket and camp guard,

non-commissioned officers are required to

enforce obedience, and it should be made a

part of their general duty to exercise com-

mand.

liieatenants.—In most campaigns the

historian designates the officer next to the
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commaiider-in-cliief as lieutenant. He is

an officer wlio is to take the place of tlie

cliief, whether it be of a company, regi-

ment, or corps. The lieutenants of a com-

pany should seek, by their example in in-

dustry and zeal, to promote the efficiency

of the company, and to co-operate heartily

with their captain ; to recognize the supe-

riority of his authority ; to render cheerful

and prompt obedience to his orders ; and

to become as well prepared as possible to

assume command of the company when it

shall devolve upon either of them. If they

possess the right military spirit and taste,

they will prefer to earn the respect of the

men by their military capacity, rather than

court their favor by being simply a " good

fellow." Any officer who seeks popularity

at the expense of good discipline dishonors

his commission.



AETTCLE XI.

mDTTLGENCE.

Granting indulgences is a discretionary-

power which should be exercised exclu-

sively by the commander of the company.

Men who ask to be excused from duty, or

for leave of absence, or, indeed, any other

indulgence, will of course have a reason for

their request, and by such interviews the

captain gains a knowledge of their con-

science. Besides, it is the exercise of a

delicate trust in the nature of patronage,,

requiring much prudence.

4:*



ARTICLE Xn.

DIGIOTY OF OBEDIENCE.

It was a true saying of Plato's that to

know how to obey requires as generous a

disposition and as rational an education as

to know how to command. Prompt obe-

dience of lawful orders is an evidence of

cultivation. Instead of being servility, it

is a merit. The captain himself should set

the example of cheerful obedience to those

above him in command, and inculcate an

enlightened idea of this discipline in his

company. He will endeavor to kindle

within them a zeal for mental culture, and

as far as possible to bring within their

reach such reading matter as will inspire

heroism. The valor, both of Alexander
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and Philopceman, was encouraged by the

Hiad. The more enlightened a man's

mind is, the better soldier in every respect

will he make.



AETICLE Xni.

ECONOMY AMONG SOLDIERS.

It has been well said, that to youth the

future is as remote as the Himalayas, and

as certain as the Bank of England. A
young man thinks he can go on spending

his wages, and that the future, so far off

and safe, will bring up all things even.

This is a fatal mistake. The future day

comes much sooner than it was expected,

and finds the improvident dependent. A
captain should instil into his men habits

of economy, reminding them that if a man
will not save something out of $13 per

month, he will not be likely to save any-

thing out of $100 per month. By thus

benefiting them, he will also foster their
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interest in the state, as well in resj)ect to

citizensliip as the rights of property. The

practice of living "fast" is discarded by

the true gentleman.



AETICLE XIY.

THOEOFGHNESS IN INSTRUCTION'.

Officers and soldiers, whose hearts are

in their business, will labor to become per-

fect in their duties. The commander of an

armj observes that a certain battalion is

remarkably expert in the manual of arms,

in marching, and in manoeuvres. He rightly

judges that its officers have been concien-

tious in their duty ; that it is well disci-

plined and instructed. K there is a post

of difficulty and honor—a forlorn hope to

be led—it instantly occurs to him to employ

that battalion in the arduous service. Be-

cause the men have been faithful so far, it

is right to infer that they will be faithful

in further and more honorable services. In-

deed, his principal means of determining
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the efficiency of his men is their appear-

ance. Herein, then, will the private soldier

perceive that his patient industry contri-

butes to the honor of his regiment and

State.

It is hardly necessary to say that a

company should be instructed and prac-

tised so thoroughly in tactics as to be able

to execute all the manoeuvres without a

blunder. Target firing should also be prac-

tised till the men are expert sharpshooters.

Even the best marksmen may fail with a

rifle with which they are imacquainted

;

and opportunity should be given the men
to ascertain the range of their pieces before

they are called into action. Too much at-

tention, let it be repeated, cannot be paid

to target firing. It is only by actual firing

that men can learn to load and fire rapidly

and with effect. In time of war especially,

whatever is required to be done at all, is

'required to be well done. Hence, whether
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the men are to turn out for roll call, guard

mounting, drill, or dress parade, every man

should be in his place promptly, and with

animation. The captain will instruct them

that the great thing in this matter is habit.

If they become slow, negligent, or tardy in

such duties, they will be behindhand when

needed to form a line of battle against the

enemy. In these, and similar instances, he

will endeavor to create in their minds an

idea of the true standard of duty, and cite

examples showing the importance of ac-

tivity and promptness.



AKTICLE XV.

PUNCTUALITY.

SoLDiEES should be minutemen. Punc-

tuality is one of the most valuable habits a

soldier can possess. " I owe all my success

in life to having been always a quarter of

an hour before my time," was the remark

of Lord Kelson. "Washington attributed

so much importance to punctuality that

when his secretary laid the blame for late-

ness of his attendance upon his watch, he

said :
" Then you must get another watch,

or I another secretary." Bliicher's prompt-

itude gained for him the title of " Marshal

Forward." Jervis, afterward Earl St.

Vincent, was asked when he would be

ready to join his ship, and replied, "Di-

rectly." And when Sir Colin Campbell,
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appointed to the command of the Indian

army, was asked when he could set out,

his answer was, "To-morrow." So, it is

well remarked by Napoleon, that " Every

moment lost gives an opportunity for mis-

fortune."

Soldiers who are imbued with the invin-

cible spirit of a lofty valor will not will-

iugiy cause any one to wait for them. Sir

Walter Scott has vividly pictured the obe-

dient activity of valiant men—of men who
are always good for more than double their

number—in describing the swift assembling

of the warriors of Khoderick Dhu

:

" Instant from copse and heath arose

Bonnets and spears and bended bows

;

On right, on left, above, below.

Sprung up at once the lurking foe
;

From shingles gray their lances start,

The bracken bush sends forth the dart,

The rushes and the willow wand

Are bristling into axe and brand.

And every tuft of broom gives life

To plaided warrior armed for strife.
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That whistle garrisoned the glen

At once with full five hundred men;

As if the yawning hills to heaven

A subterranean host had given."



AETICLE XYI.

TREATMENT OF THE MEN.

In his private intercourse, the captain

should be kind and affable toward his

men. In some sense, he stands in loco

parentis to them. They should be made to

feel that he is glad to be visited by them.

There should be free opportunity for the

interchange of views and sympathies. His

time is valuable, and he will not suffer

men to loaf about his quarters ; nor by any

means will he have a few favorite hangers-

on, because, while it is prejudicial to dis-

cipline, it deprives others of their share

of interviews. But he should always be ac-

cessible to his men. It is not easy to give

general rules on this point which will ap-

ply to all cases. Nor will it do for ordinary
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men to imitate, in all respjects, what has

been done by great and intuitive judges of

human nature ; such, for instance, as Crom-

well, of whom it is s-aid that " among his

soldiers he was generally familiar and easy,

seizing the men by their buttons, and, like

Napoleon, indicating his good humor by a

slight tap on the ear."

The interest in his troops which Marl-

borough exhibited in his visits to the hos-

pitals, his agreeable address and " manner

of speaking to the meanest sentinel when-

ever he happened to cross his path, ren-

dered him an object of equal love and

respect to his followers."

A curious anecdote is related of a brave

officer whose name has already been men-

tioned—Sir Ealph Abercrombie. "WTien

mortally wounded at the battle of Aboukir,

he was carried in a litter aboard the " Fou-

droyant," and to ease his pain, a soldier's

blanket was placed imder his head, from

5*
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whicli he experienced considerable relief.

He asked what it was. *'It's only a sol-

dier's blanket," Avas the reply. " Whose

blanket is it V^ said he, half lifting himself

up. " Only one of the men's." " I wish to

know the name of the man whose blanket

this is." " It is Duncan Roy's, of the 4:2d,

Sir Ealph." " Then see that Duncan Roy
gets his blanket this very night."

It is related of "Wellington, that "no

hospital or cantonment escaped his visits,

nor did a letter or report remain unan-

swered." " Easy of access, the soldier's

complaint was as attentively listened to as

the remonstrance of the general."



ARTICLE XYn.

FORTITUDE.

Inasmuch as the superiority of an army

over the enemy depends greatly upon its

celerity of movement, men should be habit-

uated to patience and fortitude in enduring

long marches and undergoing necessary

fatigues. They should aim to surpass the

enemy in everything, and to make him

purchase the slightest success at the dearest

possible cost. ^Napoleon lays it down in

one of his maxims, that " the first qualifi-

cation of a soldier is fortitude under fa-

tigue and privation." An intrepid and

valiant spirit is the great help to fortitude.

It is not only invincible before the enemy

in. the field, but serves to lift up and sus-

tain the physical energies of the soldier. It
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makes him more effective on the march,

more vigilant, more energetic, and repels

even disease itself. Kemernber the gran-

deur of your cause, and the sacredness of

your responsibility, and you will bear youi-

self erect, patient, and hopeful, in the rough-

est path, and under the heaviest burdens.



AETICLE XYin.

VALOR.

The captain himself should be imbued

with a noble valor. If he cannot make up

his mind to risk his life willingly and fear-

lessly at the very moment such a sacrifice

is needed—in short, if he is unable to ban-

ish every lingering fear and dread of dan-

ger and death, the sooner he quits the

service the better. Ko man has a right to

be a soldier, least of all an ofiicer, who is

destitute of courage. Of the Lacedaemo-

nians it was said

:

"Nor life nor death they deemed the noble state,

But life that's glorious, or a death that's great."

While a captain habituates himself to an

indifference to danger, he should remember
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that it is a sacred duty to be prudent both

of his own life and the lives of his men.

The country needs every man, and cannot

afford that a life should be wasted. But

when a movement which threatens certain

death to himself and company is essential

to turn favorably the scale of battle, then

unfalteringly should he rush on to achieve

the victory. He will labor to implant in the

hearts of his men a resolute and invincible

spirit of heroism. And as engagements

are generally brought on with but little

notice, it will not do to wait for an eve of

battle before entering npon such a duty

;

but he must attend to it from time to time

in the more quiet hours of camp life. He
will remind his men how greatly their own
State is interested in their bravery—that

cowardice will not only disgrace them, but

cast a dark shadow upon her name ; whereas

their valor will consecrate their own mem-
ories, and reflect lustre upon their State.
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Again, that tlie lieroism of every man con-

tributes to the military fame of the com-

mon country, increasing everywhere the

conception and dread of her prowess, and

adding to the respect with which her flag

is regarded in every clime and on every

sea; that the more effective and terrible

they are in battle, so much the more de-

cisive and triumphant will be the war—so

much the more speedily will it be closed

—

so much the more permanent and serene

the peace which succeeds it. By citing the

various instances where valor has gained

an immortal renown, he will endeavor to

inspire them with an ambition to rival, if

not to surpass those examples, and so se-

cure for themselves a deathless name. Ko
one can contemplate the glorious courage

with which Leonidas and the three hun-

dred Spartans threw themselves upon the

invading Persian hosts, without feeling in

his own bosom some desire to court danger
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in a great cause. Later examples of valor

have raised the standard of excellence to

which men are capable of attaining, and

made it more incumbent on the patriot sol-

dier to conquer or fill the grave of honor.

Soldiers will surely become braver whose

minds are familiar with historic exploits,

and who remember the praise through all

the future which the world accords to

heroism.

Acquainted as he must necessarily be

with his men, the captain best knows what

they are capable of accomphshing. He
knows whether or not they will fight

valiantly. Hence, his determination to

hold a position or encounter an equal or

greater force must be based upon this

knowledge ; and if he is convinced that his

men are equal to twice or thrice tlieir num-

ber of ordinary troops, then he ought not

to shrink from an engagement with such
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superior numbers. Indeed, so much de-

pends upon the discipline, ardor, and

bravery of troops, that the enemy's num-

ber is often of but little moment.



ARTICLE XIX.

SUPERIORITY OF VALOR AND SKILL OVER

NUMBERS.

Military history abounds in instances

where, on account of position and skill, a

force has vanquished an enemy greatly its

superior in numbers.

Timol<^on, who delivered Cyprus from

tyranny, with only 1,200 men, at Adranum,

attacked and vanquished Icetes, who had

5,000 troops. Again, on the banks of the

Crimesus, taking advantage of position,

this active and determined general, with

only 3,000 men, put to complete rout the

Carthagenian army, numbering 70,000.

Sertorius, in Lusitania, carried on success-

ful warfare in the field with 6,600 men,

against four Roman generals with an army
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numbering 1:^8,000. Cimou beat the Per-

sians and drove them ont of Greece with a

force not one third so large as theirs.

Hannibal gained his memorable victory at

Cannge with a force not half so large as the

Romans, and killed upward of 40,000,

while his own loss was less than 6,000. So

it is well known that the triumph of The-

mistocles at Salamis was against very su-

perior odds. In his great battle against

Tigranes, Lucullus met an army consisting

of 260,000 men. His own force was but a

twentieth part so great, and so small in

comparison, that Tigranes said, "if they

came as ambassadors, there were too many

of them ; if as soldiers, too few." Yet over

this mighty host, so vain and confidei^ in

their numbers, the valiant army of Lucul-

lus gained an overwhelming victory, killing

multitudes of them. So Marcus Lucul-

lus, a brother of this warrior, when under

Sylla, attacked an enemy more than thiice
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his number, killed 18,000, and became

complete master of the field. Sjlla also

gained many victories over vastly superior

forces. The number of those he encoun-

tered at Orchomenus and at Chseronea are

spoken of as "myriads ;
" but his disciplined

and experienced troops carried terrible and

widespread havoc into the ranks of the

enemy. Marius, at Aquae Sextise, with

greatly inferior numbers, overcame the

multitudinous army of the Teutones and

Ambrones, killing and capturing above

100,000. So numerous was the army of

his enemy that they occupied six days

in marching, without intermission, by his

camp. Again, on the plain of Yercellse,

with an army of 52,000, he cut to pieces

the Cimbrian host, whose infantry formed

a front extending thirty furlongs, with

each flank of the same extent, and whose

cavalry numbered 15,000. In the great

battle of Leuctra, theThebans had but 6,000
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men. The Spartans had at least 18,000.

The former, under command of Epami-

nondas, gained a complete victory over the

Spartans, "and caused such a rout and

slaughter as had never been known before."

In this action Pelopidas evinced incredible

bravery, "and though he had no share in the

chief command, but was only captain of a

small band, gained as much honor by the

day's great success as Epaminondas." So

at Pharsalas, Pelopidas with only 300

moimted men, routed a large force under

Alexander of Pherae. When informed

that Alexander was advancing toward him

with a great army, " So much the better,"

said he, "for we shall beat so many the

more." So Shakspeare makes Henry Y.

utter a similar remark, in that stirring

speech before the battle of Agincourt,

which every captain should know by

heart—where he says

:
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" If we are mark'd to die, we are enough

To do our country loss ! and if to live,

The fewer men the greater share of honor."

Caesar, with a force of only 7,000, in one

battle defeated and almost wholly des-

troyed the army of the Gauls, numbering

70,000. ]^apoleon gained his important

victory at Marengo with a force of 28,000,

over an enemy numbering 40,000. His

still more decisive victory at Austerlitz

was over an enemy superior in numbers.

The force on his side, including the reserve

of Desaix, numbered 70,000; that of the

allies was not less than 90,000. The loss

of the latter was 10,000 in killed and

wounded, 20,000 prisoners, 185 guns, 400

caissons, and 45 standards.

The historic victory of Blenheim was

achieved by Marlborough and Eugene over

an enemy superior in numbers and strong-

er in position. The loss of their enemy in

killed, wounded, and prisoners, was 36,000.
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Nor let the incredulous or the timid fail

to recognize the terrible power there is in a

few brave hearts under a dauntless leader,

when they remember how Clive, with 3,000

soldiers, in the battle of Plassej, vanquished

and routed 70,000 men, supported bj fifty

pieces of cannon.

Wellington won the battle of Assay

e

with 1,500 British and 5,000 Sepoys, over

20,000 Mahratta infantry and 30,000 cav-

alry. In the famous siege of Delhi, the

British army, numbering only 3,700, Eu-

ropean and native, after repelling nu-

merous attacks, finally defeated the rebel

army, numbering 75,000 men, who had

been trained by English officers to Eu-

ropean discipline. In the battle of Corunna,

the French, numbering 20,000, and nu-

merous light artillery, under Soult, were

driven from their position by the British,

numbering 14,000, and only nine six-pound-

ers ; and the latter reached their ships in
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safety, and sailed for England. So it is

well remembered that General Scott gain-

ed the victory of Churubusco with 7,000

men, over an enemy five times as nu-

merous. In the battle of Pea Eidge, Sigel

with 800 infantry defeated 2,000 cavalry.

Examples of this kind should be a warn-

ing, to all who follow the profession of

arms, of the high standard which history

will employ in trying the conduct of those

who contest the palm of valor.
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"The work is carefully got up, and is illustrated by numerous
figures, which make the positions of the guides plain to the com-
monest understanding. Those of our sergeants who wish to be
'posted ' in their duties should procure a copy.'"'—Sunday Mercury,
Philadelphia.

"It has received high praise, and will prove of great service in

perfecting the drill of our Militia." —N. American and U. S Gazette,

Philadelphia.

"This neat hand-book of the elementary movements on which the

art of the tactician is based, reflects great credit on Col. Le Gal.

whose reputation is deservedly high among military men. No sol-

dier should be without the ' School of the Guides,' "

—

N. Y. Dcrdy
Jlews.

D. VAN NOSTEAND, Publisher, New York.



SWORD-PLAY.
THE MILITIAMAN'S MANUAL AND SWORD-

PLAT WITHOUT A MASTER.

Rapier and Broad-Sword Exercises copiously Explained

and Illustrated ; Small-Arm Light Infantry Drill of the

United States Army ; Infantry Manual of Percussion

Muskets ; Company Drill of the United States Cavalry.

By Major M. W. Berriman, engaged for the last thirty

years in the practical instruction of Military Students.

Second edition. 1 vol. 12mo, red cloth. $1.

"Captain Berriman has had thirty years^ experience in teaching
military students, and his work is written in a simple, clear, and sol-

dierly style. It is illustrated with twelve jdates. and is one of the
cheapest and most complete works of the kind published in this

country."—3^. Y. World.

"This work -will be found very valuable to all persons seeking
military instruction; but it recommends itself most especially to

officers, and those who have to use the sword or sabre. We believe
it is the only work on the use of the sword published in this c«un»
tTjr-2^. r. Tablet.

JfManual for Engineer Troops.
Consisting of

—

Part I. Ponton Drill.

II. Practical Operations of a Siege.

III. School of the Sap.

lY. Military Mining.

V. Construction of Batteries.

By Captain J. C. Duane, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A.

vol. 12mo, half morocco, with plates. S2.

"I have carefully examined Capt. J. C. Duane's 'Manual for En.
gineer Troops,' and do not hesitate to pronounce it the very best
w&rk on the subject of which it treats."

H. W. HALLECK. Major-Gen^ral, U. 8. A.
"A -work of this kind has been much needed in our military lit-

erature. For the army's sake, I hope the book will have a wide
circulation among its officers."

G. B. McCLELLAN, Major-General, U. S. A.

D. VAN NOSTRAND. Publisher, New York,



THE ARTILLERIST'S MANUAL.
Compiled from various sources, and adapted to the service

of the United States. Profusely illustrated with wood-

cuts and engravings on stone. Second edition, revised

and corrected, with valuable additions. By
Gen. John Gibbon, U. S. A. 1 vol. 8vo, half roan, $5

;

half russia, $6.

AMERICAN MILITARY BRIDGES,
With India-Rubber and Galvanized Iron Pontons and

Trestle Supporters, prepared for the use of the Armies

of the United States. By Brig.-Gen. Geo. W. Cullum,

Major Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., Chief of the Staff

of Major-Gen. Halleck. Second edition, with notes and

two additional chapters. 1 vol. 8vo, with plates.

$3 50.

J%"ew Mayonet Slxercise.

A New Manual of the Bayonet, for the Army and Militia

of the United States. By Colonel J. C. Kelton, U. S.

A. With thirty beautifully-engraved plates. Red

cloth. $1 75.

This Manual was prepared for the use of the Corps of Cadets,
and has been introduced at the Military Academy with satisfactory

results. It is simply the theory of the attack and defence of the
sword applied to the bayonet, on the authority of men skilled in the
use of arms.
The Manual contain.? |iractical lessons in Fencins, and prescribes

the defence against Cavalry, and the manner of conducting a contest
with a Swordsman.

" This work merits a favorable reception at the hands of all mil-
itary men. It contains all the instruction necessary to enable an
officer to drill his men in the use of this weapon. The introduction
of the sabre bayonet in our army, renders a knowledge of the excr-
mnQ more imperative."—.A'". Y. Times.



Notes on Sea-Coast Defence,

Consistiug of Sea-Coast Fortification; the Fifteen-Indi

Gun, and Casemate Embrasures. By Gen. J. G. Bar-

nard, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A. 1 vol. 8vo, cloth,

plates. $1 50.

"This small voluine. by one of the most accomplished officers in

the United States service, is especially valuable at tJiui time. Cm-
ciselv and thoroughly Major Barnard discusses the subjects included

in this volume, and gives iuformation that will be read with great

profit bv military men, and by ail interested in the art of war as a

defensive force."—xV. Y. Cammercial.

"It is no light compliment when we say that Major Barnard's

book does no discredit to the corps to which he belongs. He writes

concisely, and with a thorough knowledge of his subject."—i2ii<(*e^i«

Army and 2favy Gazette.

STEAM FOR THE MILLION.
A Popular Treatise on Steam and its Application to the

Useful Arts, especially to Navigation. By J. H. Ward,

Commander, U. S. N. New and revised edition. 1 vol.

8vo, cloth. |1.

"A most excellent work for the yonnw engineer and general
reader. Many facts relating to the management of the boiler an«l

engine are set forth with a sim[)licity of language, and perfection of
detail, that brings the subject home to the reade^r. Mr. Ward is also
peculiarly happy in his iliustrations."

—

American Engineer.

STANDING ORDERS OF THE SEVENTH
REGIMENT, NATIONAL GUARD.

for the Regulation and Government of the Regiment in

the Field or in Quarters. By A. Durtee, Colonel

New edition. Flexible cloth. 40 cents.

"This, which Is a new edition of a popular work, cannot fail to be
eagerly sought after, as presenting clearly and succinctly the prin-
ciples of organization and discipline of a most favorite corps. An ap-
propriate iiidex facilitates reference to the matter of the volume."—
New Yorker.



NAVAL LIGHT ARTILLEEY.
Instruction for Naval Light Artillery, afloat and ashore,

prepared and arranged for the U. S. Naval Academy.

By Lieut. W. H. Parkkr, U. S. N. Second edition,

revised by Lieut. S. B. Luce, U. S. N., Assistant In-

structor of Gunnery and Tactics at the United States

Naval Academy. 1 vol. 8vo, cloth, with 22 plates.

$2 00.

"The service for which this is the text-book of instruction, is of
•pftcial importance in the present war. The use of light boat-pieces
is constant and important, and young officers are frequently obliged
to leave their boats, take their pieces ashore, and manoeuvre them
as field artillery. Not unfrequently, also, they are incorporated,
when ashore, with troops, and must handle their guns like the artil-

lery soldiers of a battery. 'The Exercise of the Howitzer Afloat'
was prepared and arranged by Captain Dahlgren, whose name gives
additional sanction and value to the book. A Manual for the Sword
and Pistol is also given. The plates are numerous and exceedingly
clear, and the whole typography excellent."

—

PMladelphia Jn-
quirer.

EVOLUTIONS OF FIELD BATTERIES OP
ARTILLERY.

Translated from the French, and arranged for the Army
and Militia of the United States. By Gen. Robert

Anderson, U. S. A. Published by order of the War
Department. 1 vol. cloth, 32 plates. $1.

War Depabtment, Nov. 2d, 1859.

The System of "Evolutions of Field Batteries," translated from
the French, and arranged fur the service of the United States, by
Major Robert Anderson, of the 1st Regiment of Artillery, having
been approved by the President, is published for the information
and irovernment of the army.

All Evolutions of Field Batteries rot embraced in this system,
are prohibited, and those herein prescribed will be strictly observed.

J. B. FLOYD, Secretary of War.

"This systam having been adopted by the War Department, is

to the artillerist what Hardee's Tactics'is to the infantry soldier

;

the want of a work like this has been seriously felt, and will l>«

•agerly welcomed."—Zcwisri7/e Journal.



HISTORY
OP THE

United States Naval Academy,
With Biographical Sketches, and the names of all the

Superintendents, Professors, and Graduates, to which

is added a Record of some of the earhest Votes by Con-

gress, of Thanks, Medals, and Swords to Naval Officers,

By Edward Chadncey Marshall, A. M. 1 vol. 12mo,

cloth, plates. $1.

"The book before ns affords a good account of the naval school
from its first establishment under the auspices of Secretary Bancroft,

with full stiUements of the regulations, requisites for admission,

course of study, etc. It is a seasonable and useful contribution to

the history of education in this country."—^V. Y. Independent.

"This is a most welcome volume. All that throws light on the
history of our army and navy, now needs study; and the Naval
Academy, though really so recent, well deserves a history. Mr.
Marshall has depicted, in clear and graphic language, the vain strug-

gle for years to give our navy, what the navy of every nation has,

an academy to form the young officers for their important duties."

—

N. Y. Historical Magazine.

"Every naval man will find it not only a pleasant companion, but
an invaluable book of reference. It is seldom that so much informa-
tion is made accessible in so agreeable a manner in so small a
space."—iV^. Y. Times.

TOTTEN'S NAVAL TEXT-BOOK.
Naval Text-Book and Dictionary, compiled for the use of

the Midshipmen of the U. S. Navy. By Commander B.

J. ToTTEX, U. S. N. Second and revised edition. 1

vol. 12mo. $2 50.

"This work is prepared for the Midshipmen of the United States
Navy. It i.s a complete manual of instructions as to the duties
which pertain to their office, and appears to have been prepared with
great care, avoiding errors and inaccuracies which had crept into a
former edition of the work, and embracing valuable additional mat-
ter. It is a book which should be in the hands of every midshipman,
and officers of high rank in the navy would often find it a useiui
•ompanioa,"—Boston. Journal.



Ij€ssons and Practical JS'otes on

The Steam Engine, Propellers, &c., &c., for Young Marine

Engineers, Students, and others. By the late W. R.

King, U. S. N. Revised by Chief-Engineer J. W. King,

U. S. N Third edition, enlarged. 8vo, cloth. $2 00.

"This is a new edition of a valuable work of the late W. E. King;
"JT. S. N. It contains lessons and practical notes on Steam and the
Bteam Engine, Propellers, &c. It is calculated to be of great use to
young marine engineers, students, and others. The text is illustra-

ted and explained by numerous diagrams and representations of
machinery. This new edition has been revised and enlarged by
Chief Engineer J. W. King, U. S. N., brother to the deceased author
of the work."

—

Boston Daily Advertiser.

"This is one of the best, because eminently plain and practical,

treatises on the Steam Engine ever published,"

—

PhiladelpMa
Press.

" Its re-publication at this time, when so many young men are
entering the service as naval engineers, is most opportune. Each
of them ought to have a copy."

—

Fhiladelphia Evening Bulletin.

MANUAL OP INTERNAL RULES AND
REGULATIONS FOR MEN-OF-WAR.

By Commodore IT. P. Levy, U. S. N., late Flag-Officer

commanding U. S. Naval Force in the Mediterranean,

&c. Third edition, revised and enlarged. With Rules

and Regulations for the Engineer Department. By A-

C. Stimers, Chief-Engineer U. S. N. Flexible blue

cloth. 50 cents.

" Among the professional publications for which we are indebted
to the war, we wiilin<rly give a prominent place to this useful little

Manual of Rules and Regulations to be observed on board of ships
of war. Its authorship is a sufficient guarantee for its accuracy and
practical value; and as a guide to young officers in providing for the
discipline, police, and sanitary government of the vesseJs under their

command, we know of nothing superior."

—

K. Y. Herald.
" Should be in the hands of every naval officer, of whatever grade,

and will not come amiss to any intelligent manner.''''—Boston Trav-
siler.

" A work which will prove of great utility, in both the naval s«P-
Ti«e and the mercantile marine."

—

Baltimore America/n.



SCREW PROPULSION.
Xotes on Screw Propulsion, its Rise and History. By

Capt. W. H. Walker, U, S. N. 1 voL 8vo, cloth. 75

cents.

* * " After thoroughly demonstratin? the eflBciency of the
screw, Mr. Walker proceeds to point out the Various other points to
be attended to in order to secure an efficient man-of-war, and
eulogizes throughout the readiness of the British Admiralty to test
every nove.ty calculated to give satisfactory results. * * * Com-
mander Walker's book contains an immense amount of concise,
practical data, and every item of information recorded, fully proves
that the various points bearing upon it have been well considered
previously to expressing an opinion."—Zo7i(/o7i Mining Journal.

'* Every engineer should have it in his library."—^77»e/'ic«» St^
fine&r.

mM Treatise on Ordnance and
JVavtil Gunnery,

Compiled and arranged as a Text-Book for the U. S. Naval

Academy. By Lieut.-Commander Edward Simpson,

U. S. X. Second edition, revised and enlarged. 1 vol.

8vo, plates and cuts, half morocco. $5.

Bfbeat; or Okdnaxce and Hydrogbapht, }

July 9th, 1859. f

Sir:—* * * The Secretary of the Navy approves of the use of

this -work as a text-book for the Academy. * * *

Eespectfully. vour obedient servant,

i). N. INGEAHAM, Chif/qfBureau.
Capt G. S. Blake,

Superintendent of Naval Academy, Annapolis, Md.

" It is scarcely necessary for us to say that a work prepared by a
writer so practically conversant with all the subjects of which he
treats, and who has such a reputation for scientific ability, cannot
fail to take at once a high place among the text-books of our naval
service. It hps been approved by the Secretary of the Navy, and
will henceforth be one of the standard authorities on all matters
connected with Naval Gunnery."—iV\ T. Heixild.

" Originally desisned as a text-book, it is now enlarged, and so far

modified in its plan as to make it an invaluable hand-book for the
naval officer. It is comprehensive—preserving the cream of many
of the best books on ordnance and naval gunnery, and is printed a«d
Ulusti-ated in the most admirable manner."

—

N. Y. World.



GrTinnery Instructions.
Simplified for the Volunteer Officers of the U, S. Navy,

with hints to Executive and other Officers. By Lieut.-

Commander Edward Barrett, U. S. N,, Instructor in

Gunnery, Navy Yard, Brooklyn. Second edition, re-

vised and enlarged. 1 vol. 12mo, cloth. $1 25.

"It is a thorough work, treating plainly on its subject, and con-
tains also some valuable hints to executive officers. No officer in

the volunteer navy should be without a copy."

—

Boston Evening
Traveller.

" This work, which is appropriately dedicated to the Acting Mas-
ters and Masters' Mates of the United States Navy, contains detailed

and specific instructions on all points connected with the use and
management of guns of every kind in the naval service. It has full

illustrations, and many of these of the most elementary character,

especially designed for the use of volunteers in the navy. The du-
ties of executive officers and of the division officers are so clearly set

forth, that ' he who runs may read' and understand. The manual
exercise is explicit, and rendered simple by diagrams. Forms of
watch and quarter bills are given ; and at the close there is a table

of ranges according to the kind and caliber of gun, the weight of the
ball and the charge of powder. A valuable little hand-book."—PAt^
adelphia Inquirer.

"I have looked through Lieut. Barrett's book, and think it will

be very valuable to the volunteer officers who are now in the naval
lervice." C. R. P. RODGERS,

Commanding U. S. Steam Frigate Wabash,

ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTION IN NAVAL
ORDNANCE AND GUNNERY.

By James H. Ward, Commander U. S. N., Author of

" Naval Tactics," and " Steam for the MiUion." New
edition, revised and enlarged. 8vo, cloth. $2.

"It conveys an amount of information in the same space to be
found nowhere else, and given with a clearness which renders it

useful as well to the general as the professional inquirer."

—

N. Y.
Evening Post.

"This volnme is a standard treatise upon the subject to which it

is devoted. It abounds in valuable information upon all the point*
bearing upon Naval Gunnery."—A^ Y. Commercial Advertiser.

" The work is an exceedingly valuable one, and is opportunely
Uaued."

—

Boston Journal.



ELEMENTS OP
Militaft*y Art and IBistory.

Comprising the History of the Tactics of the separate

Arms, the Combinatiou of the Arms, and the minw
operations of war. By Edward de la Bakre Duparcq,

Captain of Engineers, and Professor of the Military Art

in the Imperial School of Saint Cyr. Translated by

Brig.-Gen. George W. Cullum, U. S. A., Chief of the

Staff of Major-General H. W. Halleck, U. S. A. 1 vol.

8vo, cloth. $4.

BENET'S MILITARY LAW.
A Treatise on Military Law and the Practice of Courts-

Martial. By Capt. S. V. Benbt, Ordnance Department,

U. S. A., late Assistant Professor of Ethics, Law, &c.,

Military Academy, West Point. Adopted as the Text-

Book at the Military Academy, West Point. 1 vol.

8vo, law sheep. $3 50.

Judge Advocate General's Office, )

October 13, 1362.
j

* * So far as I have been enabled to examine this volnme, it

•eems to rae carefully and accurately prepared, and I am satisfied

that you have rendi^red an acceptable service to the army and the
country by its publication at this moment. In consequence of the
gigantic proportions so suddenly assumed by the military operations
of the Government, there have been necessarily called into the field,

from civil life, a vast number of officers, unacquainted from their
previous studies and pursuits, both with the principles of military
law and with the course of judicial proceediugs under it. To all

such, this treatise will prove an eadly accessible storehouse of
knowledge, which it is equally the duty of the soldier in command
to acquire, as it is to learn to draw his sword against the common
enemy. The military spirit of our people now' being thoroughly
aroused, added to a growing conviction that in future we may have
ti) depend quite as much upon the bayonet as upon the ballot box for
the preservation of our institutions, cannot fail to secure to this work
an extended and earnest appreciation. In bringing the results of
legislation and of decisions upon the questions down to so recent a
period, the author has added greatly to the interest and usefulnesa
of the volume. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. HOLT.

D. VAN NOSTBAND, Publisher, New York.



Benton^s Ordnance and Gunnery*
A Course of Tnstructioa in Ordnance and Gunnery, com-

piled for the use of the Cadets of the United States

Military Academy. By Capt. J. G. Benton, Ordnance

Department, late Instructor of Ordnance and Gunnery,

Military Academy, West Point. Principal Assistant to

Chief of Ordnance, U. S. A. Second edition, revised

* and enlarged. 1 vol. 8vo, half morocco, cuts. $5.

ttWe cannot comnasnd this work too highly, both for the snbstane«

It ocotains, and the highl}'^ finished manner in which it has been is-

sued by the publisher. There is no one book within the range of

our nJilitary reading and study, that contains more to recommend it

upon the subject of which it treats. It is as lull and complete as the

narrow tx)mpass of a single volume would admit, and the reputation

of the aavbor as a scientific and pract cal artillerist, is a sufHcieat

guarantee for the correctness of his statements and deductions, and
the thoroughness of his labors."—JV. Y. Observer.

"A Great Military Work.—We have before us a bound vol-

ume of nearly 600 pages, which is a complete and exhaustive ' Course
of Instruction in Ordnance and Gunnery,' as its title states, and goes

into every department of the science, including gunpowder, projec-

tiles, cannon, carriages, machines and implements, small arms, py-
rotechny, science of gunnery, loading, pointing and discharging fire-

arms, different kinds of fires, ettects of projectiles and employment
of artillery. These severally form chapter heads, and give thorough

information on the subjects on which they treat. The most valuable

and interesting information on all the above topics, including the

history, manufacture, and use of small arms, is here concentrated in

compact and convenient form, making a work of rare merit and
Btandard excellence. The work is abundantly and clearly illustrik

ted."—Boston Traveller.

SIEGE AND REDUCTION OP

Fort Pulaski, Georgia.
papers on Practical Engineering. No. 8. Official Report

to the U. S. Engineer Department of the Siege and Re-

duction of Fort Pulaski, Ga., February, March, and

April, 1862. By Brig.-General Q. A. Gillmore, U. S.

A. Illustrated by Maps and Views. 1 vol. 8vo, cloth.

|2 50.



THE "C. S. A."
AND THE

BATTLE OF BULL RUN.
(A Letter to au English Friend.) By J. G. Barnard, Major

of Engineers, U. S. A., Brigadier-General, and Chief

Engineer, Army of the Potomac. With five maps. 1

vol. Svo, cloth. $1 50.

" This book was begun by the author as a letter to a friend ia
England, but as he proceeded and his MSS. increased in magnitude,
he changed his original plan, and the book is the result. "General
Barnard gives by far tbe best, most comprehensible and complete
account of the Battle of Bull Kun we have seen. It is illustrated by
some beautifully drawn maps, prepared for the War Department by
the topographical engineers. He demonstrates to a certainty that
but for the causeless panic the day might not have been lost. The
author writes with vigor and earnestness, and has contributed one
of the most valuable ""records yet published of the history of th«
war."

—

Boston Commercial Bulletin.

"A spirited and reliable view of the true character of the secession
movement, and a correct account of the Battle of Bull Kun, by a
mihtary man whose qualifications for the task are equalled but \>j

few persons."

—

Cincinnati Gazette.

"The work is clearly written, and can but leave the impression
upon every reader's mind that it is truth. We commend it to the
perusal of every one who wants an intelligent, truthful, and graphic
description of the ' C. S. A.' and the Battle of Bull Eun."

—

2i^ei»

York Observer.

Rhymed Tactics, by ^^Goy."

1 vol. 18mo, paper, "With portraits. 25 cents.

"It will strike the military man, familiar with the tedious routine
of drill, by theory, practice and memory, as a most unique and val-

uable method of strengthening the latter, with the least mental ex-
ertion. The author is a thorough soldier, and his ability as a rhyme-
Bter will be conceded by any intelligent reader."—A^. Y. Leader.

" Our author deserves great credit for the ingenuity he has di&»

played in putting into verse a manual which would at first glance
Sfem to defy the most persistent efforts of the rhymer. The book
contains a number of illustrations, representing some of the more
difficult positions, in the figures of which, portraits of several promi-
nent officers of the New York Volunteers may be recognized.'"—
jr. Y. Timeis.



The Political and Military History

OF THE

CAMPAIGN OF WATERLOO.
Translated from the Freuch of General Baron de Jomini.

By Capt. S. V. Benet, U. S. Ordnance. 1 vol. 12nao,

cloth, second edition. $1.25

"Baron Jomini has the reputation of being one of the greatest miJ-

itary historians and crilics of the century. His merits have been
recognized by the highest military authorities in Europe, and were
rewarded in a conspicuous manner by the greatest military power in

Christendom. He learned the art of war in the school of experience,

the best and only finishing school of the soldier. He served with

distinction in nearly all the campaigns of Napoleon, and it was
mainly from the gigantic military operations of this matchless master

of the art that he was enabled to discover its true principles, and to

ascertain the best means of their application in the infinity of com-
binations which actual war presents. Jomini criticizes the details

of Waterloo with great science, and yet in a manner that interests

the general reader as well as the professional."—JVew) York World.

•* The present volume is the concluding portion of his great work,

'Vie Politique et Militaire de Napoleon,' published in 1S26. Capt.

Benet's translation of it has been for some time before the public,

and has now reached a second edition ; it is very ably executed, and
forms a work which will always be interesting, and especially so at

a time when military affairs are uppermost in the public mind."—
Philadelphia North American.

•jflaxuus €iud Instructions on the

^Irt of War.
Maxims, Advice, and Instructions on the Art of War ; or,

A Practical Military Guide for the use of Soldiers of all

Arms and of all Countries. Translated from the

French by Captain Lendy, Director of the Practical

Military College, late of the French Staff, &c., &c. 1

vol. 18mo, cloth. 75 cents.

•A book of maxims, that is not as dry as a cask of 'remainder bis-

•uit,' is a novelty in literature. The little volume before us is a i

exception to the general rule. It presents the suggestion of common
sense in military' affairs, with a certain brilliancy and point. One
may read it prrely or entertainment, and not be disappointed. At
the same time, it is full of practical instructions of great valu«.

When found in the pocket of an officer of volunteers, it will be tL«

light book in the right place."—J^. Y. Tribune.



JVolan^s System for Training
Cavalry Horses.

By Kenkeb Garrard, Captain Fifth Cavalry, U. S. A. 1'

vol. 12mo, cloth. Twenty-four lithographed plates.

$1 50.

• * * " "VS^e are glad when competent men bring forward vrorki
Hiat are intended to facilitate the formation of an effective cavalry
force. Of this class is " JS'olan's System for Training Cavalry Horses,'
prepared for use in this country, by Captain Kcnner Garrard, U. 8.

A. Captain iS'o:an was distinguished in the British service for his
knowledge of the cavalry arm, and for his general talents. As the
work had become out of print, Captain Garrard has done well in
reproducing it; he has added to it a chapter on Earey's Method of
Training Horses, and another on Horse Shoeing. The volume is

well illustrated. It cannot be too warmly commended to general
use."'~£oston Daili/ Evening Traveller.

" It explains a perfectly successful method of gaining the mastery
crver the most refractory horse, and is no less adapted for the use of

the rider for exercise, business, or pleasure, than of the cavalry oflBl-

cer. By the plan of the author, the time of training is greatly short-

ened ; the progress is so gradual that it never makes the horse n—
amiable, and the successive lessons tend to the development of

mutual love and admiration between the parties."—.y. Y. Tribxm4.

Monroe's Company Drill.

The Company Drill of the Infantry of the Line, together

with the Skirmishing Drill of the Company and Bat*

talion, after the method of Gen. Le Louterel. And-

Bayonet Fencing. By Col. J. Monroe, 22d Regt. Ni.

Y. S. M. 24mo, cloth. 60 cents.

CAVALRY
ITS HISTORY, MANAGEMENT, AND USES

IN WAR.
By J. RoEMER, late an Officer of Cavalry in the service of

the Netherlands. 1 vol. 8vo. With over two hundred^

beautifully engraved iUustrations. $5 00.



LiEBER ON GUERILLA PARTIES.
Guerilla Parties considered with reference to the Laws and

Usages of War. Written at the request of Major-Gen.

Henry W. Halleck, General-in-Chief of the Army of

the United States. By Francis Liebee. 12mo, paper.

25 cents.
Hkadqtjarters of thb Armt, }

Washington, Aug. 6, 1862. f
IDb. Francis Lieber:
My Dear Doctor—Having heard that you have given much atten-

tion to the usages and customs of war as practised in the present
; age, and especially to tlie matter of guerilla war, I hope you may
ifind it convenient to give to the public your views on that subject.

The rebel authorities claim the right to send men, in the garb of

-.peaceful citizens, to waylay and attack our troops, to bum bridges

; and houses, and to destroy property and persons within our lines.

They demand that such persons be treated as ordinary belligerents,

and that when captured they have extended to them the same rights

as other prisoners of war. They also threaten that if such persona
be punished as marauders and spies, they will retaliate by executing
our prisoners of war in their possession.

I particularly request your views on these questions.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. W. HALLECK, General-in-Chief U. S. JL

HAND-BOOK OF ARTILLERY,
.For the Service of the United States Army and Militia.

New and revised edition. By Major Joseph Koberts,

U. S. A. 1 vol. 18mo, cloth. $1

The following is an extract from a Report made by the committee
appointed at a m-eeting of the staff of the Artillery School at Fort
Monroe, Va., to whom the commanding officer of the school had re-
ferred this work

:

* * * "In the opinion of your Committee, the arrangement of
the subjects and the selection of the several questions and answers
;have been judicious. The work is one which may be ad^Tintageously
nsed for reference by the officers, and is admiiably adapted' to the
iiistrnction of non-commissioned officers and privates of Artillery.

" Your Committee do, therefore, recommend that it be substituted
as a text-book in place of ' Burns' Questions and Answers on Jn'
ttniery.'

"

(Signed,) I. VOGDES. Capt. \st ArtiUery.
(Signed.) E. O. C. ORD, Capt. Sd Artillery.
(Signed,) J. A. HASKIN, Bvt. Maj. and Capt. Ut ArMki^



THE

AUTOMATON COMPANY;
OR,

Infantry Soldiers' Practical Instructor.

For aU COMPANY MOVEMENTS IN THE FIELD. By
G. Douglas Brewerton, U. S. A. Price in boxes, $1 25;

when sent by mail, $1 95.

THE

ATTTOMATON BATTERY;
OR,

Artillerists' Practical Instructor,

For all MOUNTED ARTILLERY MANOEUVRES IN THE
FIELD. By G. Douglas Brewerton, U. 3. A. Price in

boxes, $1 ; when sent by mail, $1 40.

UmOir FOUNDATZOM'S.
A Study of American Nationality, as a Fact of Science. By

Capt. E. B. Hunt, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A, 1 voL,

8vo., cloth.

MODELS OF FORTIFICATIONS.,

YAUBAN'S riEST SYSTEM.
One Front and two Bastions—Scale, 20 yards to an indL

THE MODEEN SYSTEM.
One Front—Scale, 20 yards to an inch,

PIELD-WOEKS.
The Square Redoubt—Scale, 6 yards to an inch,

Mr. Kimber'a three volumes, viz., Vauban'a First System, lit
Kodexn Bystem, and Field-Works, will accompany the modeb.

Price for the Set of Three, with books, $60.



Siege of Bomarsund (1854).

Journals of Operations of the Artillery and Engineerg.

Published by permission of the Minister of War. Illus-

trated by maps and plans. Translated from the French

by an Army Officer. 1 vol. 12mo, cloth. 15 cents.

• European Ordnance and Iron-Clad

Defenses,

With some account of the American Practice, embracing

the Fabrication and Test of Heavy Guns ; Projectiles

and Rifling ; the Manufacture and Test of Armor, from

official data, with a detailed account of English experi-

ments ; the principles, structure, and classification of

Iron-Clad Vessels ; Marine Steam Machinery, &c. By
Alex. L. Hollet, B. P., author of "American and

European Railway Practice," &c. 1 vol. 8vo, cloth.

"With 250 illustrations. In press.

HOLLEY'S RAILWAY PRACTICE.

Ajmerican and European Railway Practice, in the Economi-

cal Generation of Steam, including the materials and
construction of Coal-burning Boilers, Combustion, the

Variable Blast, Vaporization, Circulation, Superheat-

ing, Supplying and Heating Feed- water, &c., and the

adaptation of Wood and Coke-burning Engines to Coal-

burning
; and in Permanent Way, including Road-bed,

Sleepers, Rails, Joint Fastenings, Street Railways, &c.,

&c. By Alexander L. Hollet, B. P. With 11 litho-

graphed plates. 1 vol. folio, cloth. $10.



TEXAS,
AND ITS LATE MILITARY OCCUPATION

AND EVACUATION.

By Capt. Edwin D. Phillips, 1st Infantry, U. S. A. 8vo,

paper. 25 cents.

OFFICIAL ARMY REGISTER FOR 1862.

New edition. 8vo, paper. 50 cents.

JVautical Rowtine and Stowage.
With Short Rules in Navigation. By John McLeod Mur-

phy and Wm. N. Jutek*, Jr., XJ. S. N. 1 vol 8vo,

cloth. $2 50.

Mordecai's Report.

Military Commission to Europe in 1855 and 1856. Report

of Major Alfred Mordecai, TJ. S. Ordnance Depart-

ment. 1 vol. folio. With views and maps. $2 60.

Delafield's Report.
Report on the Art of War in Europe in 1854, 1855, and

1856. By Col. R. Delafield, Corps of Engineers, U.

S. A. 1 vol. foUo, cloth. With maps and views. $5

HINTS TO COMPANY OFFICERS.

By Capt. C. C. Andrews, 8d Regt. Minnesota Vols. 1 vol

ISmo, cloth. 50 cents.



VIELE'S HAND-BOOK.
Hand-Book for Active Service, containing Practical In»

etructions in Campaign Duties. For the use of Volun-

teers. By Brig.-Gen. Egbert L. Vielk, U. S. A. 12mo,

cloth. |I.

Gunnery in 1808.
A Treatise on Rifles, Cannon, and Sporting Arms. By

Wm. Greener, C. E. 1 vol. 8vo, cloth. $3.

Manual of Heavy Artillery.

For the use of Volunteers. 1 vol. 12rao, red cloth. 76

cents.

" Should be in the hands of every Artillerist."—J^ F. lUvMrated
News.

"This is a concise and well-prepared Manual, adapted to the wants
of Volunteers. The instruction, which is of an important nature, is

presented in a simple and clear style, such as will be easily under-
Btood. The volume is also illustrated with explanatory cuts and
drawings. It is a work of practical value, and cne needed at tlie

present time in the service."

—

Boston Commercial Bulletin.

"An indispensable Manual for all who wish easily and accurately
te learn the school of the Artillerist."—iVr Y. Commercial Adver*
tiser.

AUSTRIAN INFANTRY TACTICS.
Evolutions of the Line as practised by the Austrian In-

fantry, and adopted in 1853. Translated by Capt. C.

M. Wilcox, Seventh Regiment U. S. Infantry. 1 voL

12mo. Three large plates. Cloth. $1.

NEW MANUAL OF SWORD AND SABRE
EXERCISE.

By Colonel J. C. Kelton, JJ. S. A. Thirty plates. In press.



THE

AUTOMATON REGIMENT,
OR

Infantry Soldiers' Practical Instructor.

For all REGIMENTAL MOVEMENTS IN THE FIELD.

By G. DoucxLAS Brewerton, U. S. Army. Neatly put

up in boxes, price $1 ; when sent by mail, SI 40.

The " Automaton Eedment " is a simple combination of blocks
and counters, so arranged and designated by a carefully considered
contrast of colors, that it supplies the student with a perfect minia-
ture regiment, in which the position in the battalion of each compa-
ny, and of every officer and man in each division, company, platoon
and section, is clearly indicated. It supplies the studious soldier

with the means whereby he can consult his " tactics," and at the
same time join practice to theory by manoeuvring a mimic regiment.

Headqttarters, Milttaky Govebnoe, 1

Department of the South, v
Beatffort, South Carolina, Oct. 21st, 1862. )

I hereby certify that I have examined the "Automaton Regi-
ment," invented by G. Douglas Brewerton, late of the U. S. Regular
Army, and now serving as a Volunteer Aid upon my military staffi

and believe that his invention will prove a useful and valuable assist-

ant to every student of military tactics. I take pleasure in recom-
mending it accordingly. R. SAXTON,

Brig.-General Volunteers.

A System of Target Practice.

For the use of Troops when armed with the Musket, Rifle-

Musket, Rifle, or Carbine, Prepared, principally from

the French, by Captain Henry Heth, 10th Infantry, TJ.

S. A. 60 cents.

"War Department, "Washington, March 1st, 1858.

*'The 'System of Tarset Practice,' prepared under direction of the
War Department, by Captain Henry Heth, 10th Infantry, having
been approved, is adopted for the instruction of troops when armM
witk the muaket, rifle-musket, rifle or carbine."

1*
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